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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE general voice, I underſtand, 
aſcribes the Apology for the Liturgy and 
Clergy of the Church of England to Dr. 
Horſley, Biſhop of St. David's; and its inter- 
nal evidences will lead moſt readers to the 
fame concluſion. Though the public and 
myſelf ſhould be miſtaken in our judgment, 
this erroneous ſuppoſition is but of little 
moment; becauſe his Lordſhip's known 

zeal for our eſtabliſhment points him out 
to me as the moſt proper perſon for the 
peruſal of the following addreſs. 


n 


AN 


„ "4 DRES'S, S. 


MY LORD, 


Cannot aſſume the merit of engaging A 
as a volunteer in this rencounter : for, though 
J acknowledge myſelf to feel no great averſion to 
\- - repreſs dogmatic infolence, to rectify malicious 
miſconſtruction, to expoſe the ſneers of petulance, 
and to brihg ignorance to ſhame; yet a gratifi- 
cation far more pure and noble ariſes to my feel- 
ings from promoting the caufe of liberality and 
truth by a direCter proceſs, unconnected with con- 
troverſial aſperity, and the abfurdities of indivi- 
duals. A generous mind laments the exiſtence of 
any miſdemeanors that call for correction, and is 
doubly ſorrowful to become the inſtrument of 
ſeverity. Beſides, the time, which my health and 
inclination will allow for ſtudy, is almoſt conſecrated 
to ſeveral laborious engagements that lie upon 
me, really, or at leaſt in my own opinion, of fome 
conſequence to letters. But © the merit and cele- 
« brity of your work *,” it feems, is fuch, that 
ſome of our © country divines, at a diſtance from 
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"© 6 1 
« the metropolis v, „ regard this Apology as 2 capital 
exertion of their great champion in the cauſe of 


orthodoxy ; as another bulwark of our ecclefi aftical _ 
eſtabliſhment againſt the aſſaults of ſaucy 1 innovators.” 


Moſt willingly, therefore, do I give up my private 
diſpoſitions to the wiſhes of a few individuals, 
abundantly worthy of my reſpect; who think ſome 
ſervice might accrue to religion and good manners 


from a free examination of your pamphlet. When 


I received it ſome weeks ago, I read it, and laid it 


aſide with diſregard, as the effuſion of ſome inge- 


nious, but angry and malicious writer, foaming out 
his own ſhamet ; ; and I ſhould have been ſurpriſed 
at the reputation, which it has gained with ſome, 
were not ſuch perverſity of judgment too common 
in our days to allow ſurpriſe. Perſonal vexation, 
I can aſſure you, and others well know, has not 
mixed itſelf with this addreſs. . Aſcribe not, there- 
fore, to that cauſe a ſeverity of r richly 
Me to Top demerits. 


An anonymous 8 _ your Apalog v5 9 way 
I almoſt immediately diſcovered (and he is, I pro- 


miſe you, if my conjecture be juſt, no mean artiſt) 
has conſulted his own dignity of character, by ab- 


ſtaining from rude language, and offenſive, ſenti- 
ment. He would not, in any wiſe, reſemble the 
Apologiſt. . No alternative, then, remains for me, 
who am but a beadle in the court of controverſy. 
Jam compelled, alas! to adopt the leſs honqurable. 


* Apology, Pin 1. 
| | and 
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and leſs pleaſing of the to modes preſcribed by 5 
wiſe king of J/ael for the regulation of our conduct 
on theſe occaſions : Anſwer a fool according to bis 
* , Fab, i he be by iſe in his own conceit *, 
Afeer beginning your Apology in terms vt the moſt 
rude and contemptuous buffoonry, diſpenſed alſo 
through the ſeguel with an unſparing hand, you 
gravely declare, with inſult paralleled only by the 
effrontery of the aſſertion, -that you mean not to 
treat the author of the Hints, or his opinions, © with 
e incivility or indecent freedom” f. I bluſh for 
your incivilities; IT bluſh for your indecent freedoms ; 
I bluſh for your falſbood. You know very well to 
whom the public has expreſſed its obligations for 
the pamphlet, which you cenſure. I appeal to any 
reader, I appeal to you, whether the diffidence, the 
good ſenſe, the degree of information, the candour, 
the liberality, which eminently diſtinguiſh that per- 
formance, reflect not upon its author more real luſtre 
the even that exalted Raton which his accompliſh- 


Prov. xxvi. 5. Vet was I not unmindful of the ſentiment of 
| Euripides : | 
T Amaic wev Tot vuy £5, {I 8 
ſomewhat expanded by an elegant imitator of the Greek, 
non te dignum, Cherea, 
Feciſti; nam fi dignus ego bac contumelia 
Sum maxime, at tu indignus qui faceres tamen. 

You ſee, I wiſh © to impreſs on you, as early as poſſible, an idea of 
te my learning” (p.2.) ; but, I perſuade myſelf, not only * a few ſen- 
ce tences of 7 Page but a bit of Greek now and then, will not be un- 
acceptable to one (if you will lend me your own brilliant * very 
aruch at bome in the Greek language. 


? Apology, p. 3. 


a3 me 


(8 ) 
ments adorn And ought any man, ht his 
pretenſions may be, to call for our reſpect as © a 
te well-wiſher to the cauſe of civil and religious By 
ce liberty“, who, with peeviſhneſs and acrimony, * 
with Aippant charges of ignoranceF and haſte f, 
endeavours to quench that ſpirit of enquiry, which 
is honourable to every citizen, but peculiarly bene- 
| ficial, as well as meritorious, in the great? They 
are cities on a hill |, conſpicuous to the ſurrounding 
country; lamps upon a ſtand, that illuminate all the 
houſe. Nor do I ſcruple to faſten on the author 
of the Apology a charge of meanneſs truly deſpicable, 
for thus aſſailing, with the envenomed ſhafts of 
perſonal abuſe, a moſt reſpectable writer, under the 
| ſhelter of concealment. Stand forth, man! and avow 
_ thyſelf, Whatever might become of your urbanity 
and temper, your fairneſs and reſolution would at 
| leaſt be deſerving of our praiſe. It is cowardly, it 
is inſidious, nay, it is immoral d, to ridicule, and 
_ vilify, and traduce private worth without a public 
avowal of one's name, We may expect, however, 
that they, who impute to others ce want of infor- 
4 mation,” will exhibit in thenſelves abundant 
proofs of an enlarged and comprehenſive under- 
ſtanding; and need not doubt, . the ſequel of 
the Apology will keep pace with this proud exor- 
dium. Our diſappointment will be doubly aggra- 
yated, ſhould we be reminded, as. we proceed, by 
| 9 feebleneſs of your aperations,—by meeting with 


© Apobgy, p. + Thid. tP.4. I Matt. v. 14, 15. 


§ Curſed be be that ſmiteth his neighbour OE ; and all the people 
Hall ſay, Amen. Deut. xxvii. 24. 


authorities ” 


120 


authorities inſtead of arguments, eiern 
—of a compariſon, which I have ſomewhere read, 
of an aquatic plant, ſpreading a broad leaf and dif. 
playing a gaudy flower on the ſurface of the water, 
while the ſtem which RN and feeds it, is ſlender 
as a thread.. 


Fou © think it impoſſible for any clergyman 
to have been the author of the Hints. Strange in- 
deed muſt that order be, and ſingular that church, 
to be injured in their credit, if a member of it chooſe 
to follow the apoſtiès precept, and examine himſelf, 
whether he be in the faith! Þ I allow it to be dan-- 
gerous, it was reſerved for you to deem it di graceful, | 
ſhould a c/ergyman preſurne to extend his enquiries 
and expand his ideas beyond the limits preſcribed 

to their agency by the compilers of his articles and 
the fabricators of his creed. The: irritability and 
foreneſs of a ſyſtem, that will not endure the touch 
of ſuch a gentle operator as the author of the Hints, 
maſt be great indeed: how then will it ſtand before 
the flaſhing knife of more reſolute and hardened 
heretics ? But—pardon this ſhort digreſſion 
 muſt-not a clergyman, in this inſtance alſo, emulate 
the illuſtrious Nazarene, and endeavour to thrive 
in wiſdom, as he grows in age]? | You, I ſuppoſe, 


— oi yap 6 amp, xo ems Toy LoPonnea, 
Euuxpooiy aunoKooi, @opCrice; * alep. LoNGINUSs. 
+ Apology, p. 2. 1 2 Cor. X14; 3 
Luke ii. 52. Kai Inoz5 Tgoexonle Spi xo zi which I 
render thus: And Teſus bee TED WISDOM as in AGE, 


like 


20 
like your brother Hurd“, have no notion of a pro- 
greſſive religion, as you craftily expreſs yourſelf; of 
improvements in theology keeping pace with im- 
provements in ſcience. How? What is improve- 


ment in theology, but a fuller comprehenſion, a more 


clear perception, of the doctrines of revelation ? 
Are not thoſe doctrines to be collected from a detail 
of texts, accurately interpreted and impartially com- 
pared? Can the whole be known without a regular 
and minute acquaintance with all its paris? And 
will you be hardy enough to aſſert, that wwe of this 
day have not arrived at a better interpretalion of the 
fſeriptures than our anceſtors at the reformation? And 
what is the theology that is not founded on this in- 
ter pretation, but prieficraft. and tradition? Do you 
begin to ſee the ſophiſtry and nonſenſe of your 
palmary argument about a progreſſive religion ? Or 
rather do you not begin to luſh for attempting to 
miſlead others by a deception, that could never 
impoſe on your own underſtanding ?—Yes: freſh 
labour, freſh learning, freſh ingenuity, will lead ſuc- 
ceeding generations to the ſolution of difficulties 
inſuperable to their predeceſſors: and the ſun of 
knowledge, I will be bold to prophecy, is but riſing 
upon ug, in ben with the perfect w f of our 
poſterity. 


See this elegant prelate's Vol. I. Sermon 13. at FO FX 
I found afterwards all this nonſenſe enlarged upon below in p. 61 of 


the Apology, and the following; without any acknowledgment (for | 


which our ſelf- ſufficient apologif is not ot famous) to the firſt father of 
ſuch choice ideas. TY 


I Prov. iv. 18. 


But, 


fs) 
But, does not the fact itſelſ the hiſtory of human 
knowledge in all its branches, Sbeological or ſecular — 
give the lie to your ſophiſtical declamation *? Be- 
ſides, all thoſe exhortations, ſo thickly ſcattered in 
the ſacred volume, to /earch the ſcriptures, to give 
attention to reading, to examine all things, to compare 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, and the like; are mere 
nullities, if our reformers, or any other men, knew 
all that was worth knowing of the dorines of reve- 
lation. Let me add alſo, that our own nation at 
this moment can exhibit more accompliſhed ſcho- 
lars in every department; more learned divines, 
deeper claſſics, more expert orientaliſts, ſounder phi- 
. loſephers, and acuter critics, than a hundred of your. 
vaunted heroes, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and even 
Eraſmus himſelf f. Many ſources of knowledge, 
unknown to former ages, have been opened in our 
days and thoſe of our fathers ; and, ſuch is the re- 


_ ciprocal relation of the various branches of wiſdom 


and ſcience! No man, I will maintain, can be 
acquainted with one, and not receive benefit from 
that one in the cultivation of any other. The meaneſt 
ray contributes its ſhare to the ſplendor of the 
brighteſt pencil: the leaſt drop of rain has its effi- 
cacy in ſwelling the general torrent. We enjoy 
alfo heir diſcoveries ſuperadded to our own. They 
have r run A of che race for us: their progreſs 


ita res accendunt lumina rebus.. Luc RETIUS. 
4 Si banc cogitationem homines babuiſent, ut nemo ſe meliorem fore 
0, qui optimus ſuiſſet, arbitraretur, ii ipfi, gui ſunt optimi, non fuiſſent. 
QUINTILIAN, | 
 Tngeniis non ille ſavet plauditque ſepultis, 
 Nofira ſed impugnat, nos nofiraque lividus adit. HOR., 
| enables 


Cm) 


| e fore te 


Men, who thus talk to the diſparagement of their 
own times, are no true friends to religion, to /earn- 
ing, or human nature. Has providence, think you, 
like Iſaac, but one bleſſing only r: . ſhe has in 


ſtore the fatneſs of the earth and the dew of heaven © 


for her favourite children, to ſe the ren of 


| noble Poet, 


Through every king age ond undjervered dime. 
Say wot, then, thou conceited and inſolent Sale 


gil! ſay not thou, What is the cauſe that the former 


days were better than _ ? * thou * not . 
wiſely concerning ed 


In Mort, it amazes me, ar eee 


| de will hazard ſuch wild aſſertions, derogatory 
to the wiſdom of the divine adminiſtration, un- 


fupported by the leaſt plauſibility of reaſon, and 
contradicted by experience. Charity herſelf is on 
the rack to 4 clear of the moſt unfavourable 


fulpicions of their motives to this conduct. 


| n eee e Tet 


4 not preceptoribus, tot exemplis inſtruxit antiquitas, ut poſit videri nulla 


forte naſcendi etas felicior, quam . cui docendæ a elaborave- 


run. QUINTILIAN. 


+ Gen. xxvi. 38. f Eceleſ. vii. 10. 
We find perſons of great underſtanding, oftentimes ſo amuſed 
n with the authority of their church, that it is pity to ſee them ſweat 
« in anſwering ſome objections, which they know not how to do, but 


L yet believe they muſt, becauſe the church hath ſaid it. So that, if 
t they read, ſtudy, pray, ſearch records, and uſe all the means of art 


pm as of truth, it is not with u pefolurion to 
c « follow 


S 
' Your Interrogatories*, propoſed in ſuch a tone 
of magiſterial confidence, which our noble author, 
from a commendable indignation at your arrogance 
and indecency, did not chooſe to notice, I will 
undertake to anſwer ; and more deciſively, per- 
haps, than will be reliſhed by you, or correſpond 
to his ideas. I | pong myſelf © a ſerious chriſ- 
* tian,” and yet unable © to offer up ſuch prayers 
cc and /uch praiſes to my Creator.” I do not ſay 
that petty © blemiſhes and errors disfigure the 
© body of your liturgy; but that it is deformed, 
from the ſole of the foot even unto the bead , with 
Babbling repetitions I, unſcriptural formularies, un- 
| | chriſtian anathemas, and idolatrous invocations, un- 
known to the ſons of God in former generations, 
Obſerve, I ſay and repeat---idolatrous 1 invocations: 
notwithſtanding your inquiſitorial intimation |, that 
ſuch © inſolence of ſpeech” deſerves © the ſevereſt 
© puniſhment.” ---Theſe turbulent high-priefts, the 
lineal ſucceſſors of James and Jobn &, drop no ob- 
ſcure intimations of their devout wiſhes to claw and 
curry us heretics, — to tread us in the wine-preſs ¶ of 
their fury—if the lenity of our latos, or, I ſhould have 
faid, the /iberality of our times, would indulge their 
_ reforming diſpoſitions. Fire from heaven is their 
argument of conviction. But what diſciple of 
truth ever wiſhed to uſe ſuch means, in any age 


« follow that which ſhall fa: truth to them, but to confirm what 
ce before they did believe.” Jeremy Taylor. 
* Apology, p. 7. Is there any thing, &c.”* 
+ Iſaiah i, 6. 
+ IIpooeuxourre "_ Barloeynonle. Matt. vi. 7. 
| Apology, p. 34. Luke ix. 54. J Jerem, Lament. i. 15. 
| | or 
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or nation ?- And all this, I ſuppoſe, with the 
reader's leave, is © piety to God, and charity o 


& our eren 1 


* 1 


J muſt aſſure you, in oppoſition to your male vo- 


lence , and in defence of our Author, that the de- 
ſoription of perſons, there ſpoken of, is not ſo very 


ſmall as you ſuppoſe. I make this declaration from 


experience, and ſtake my veracity upon it . I can 


aſſure you alſo, that not a few of theſe © illiterate 


« and very wrong-headed” men, are abundantly able, 
whatever you may think, to take the meaſure uf 


your learning, and prove the ſtrength of heads better 

furniſhed than your's. Nliteratè and wrong-headed as 
Is am, for inſtance, I would willingly riſk an encounter 
with you, before competent umpires, with all your 
erudition and reputation, touching ſome of thoſe 


topics, that eſſentially enter into your character as 
a ya 25 a divine l. 


I.! turn a moment from our Apologif to thes, ; 
Reader! and aſk whether it be not pleaſant to hear 


proteftant divines, who have abjured the pageantries 
of popiſh ſuperſtition, talk with approbation of the 


* Apology, p. 3. + P. 8 and 9. | 
1 Thoſe ought i in all reaſon to be included in the number, who, from 
various motives of intereſt, indifference, falſe-ſhame, or from an idea that 
it is better on the whole, in the way of example to others, attend the 
eftabliſhed worſhip, but diſbelieve it's dofrines. 
| Wherein ſoever any is bold, I ſpeak fooliſhly, I am bold alſo : 2 Cor. 
xi. 21. General argument has not half the force of particular illuſtra- 
tion. I am become a fool in glorying : you compelled me. 
$ Apology, p. 11. 


- 


* pomp and ſplendour of the W in our 


eftabliſhment. 


& ks: 3, 


etabliſhment. I have read of a worſhip in ſpirit and in 


truth*: have read of Chriſt's diſputing in the temple, 
teaching in the temple, and walling in the temple ; 
but I do not recollect to have read of his praying and 
wor ſhipping in the temple. What I do recollect on this 
ſubject is; that our Lord, whom 7wiſh to follow in 
preference to blind guides , delighted to pray alone: 
that he makes no account of © the pomp and ſplen- 


ce dour of the worſhip, nor the preſence and ex- 


ce ample of the ſovereign, nor the ſight of multi- 


ce tudes; but—thou, when thou PRAYEST, enter into. 


thy cLosET, and, when thou haſt $HUT THY DooR, 
pray to thy Father, which is in ſecret d. This, I ſay, 
is the ſubſtance of my reading and recolleFion at the 
moment of writing this page; but I believe the 
Scriptures, and am willing to be /aught: and ſhould 
any Charitable brother condeſcend to convince me 
of my error from ſcriptural authority, not that of 


prieſts and prelates, I will retract it publicly, and bid 
him God's ſpeed. 


on the ſubject of the fourth ſeftion of the Apology 


I have delivered my opinion in another work **. 


It coincides very much with your's. But ſurely, 
the embarraſſed condition of many deſerving men 
will draw a tear of commiſeration from the eye of 


* John iv. 23. + Mark xi, 27. t Matt. xxiii. 16. 
| Matt. xiv. 23. xxvi. 36. and many other places. 
| © Matt. vi. 6. | q 2 Ep. N 10. 


+» See p. 36, of my Addreſs to the Clergy in my Enquiry into the Opi- 
nions of the Chriſtian Writers, and the concluſion of that book. 


candour 


1 8 

e their diftreſs*, and will remind the beſt 
of us, that in many. things we all fend t, and require 
the ſame compaſſion in our turn. For my part, 1 
will lay up in my foul, and bind as a frontlet between 
mine eyes , that moſt beautiful and pathetic exhor- 
tation of the beſt friend of the human race: Watch 


into temptation. TE 
SPIRIT INDEED Is WILLING, BUT THE FLESH 18 


WEAK ||. Go, Apologiſt! and do likewiſe. 


Though my ſentiments, however, on this point 

may ſo far reſemble your's, I ſhould be ſorry and 
_ aſhamed indeed, if the reſemblance were complete. 
We are arrived (to employ your own ſcientific 

hraſe) © at the vertex of the angle of the Samian 
| © letter: from this place we ſeparate, never to meet 
* more.” I can give, I hope, an opinion of diſap- 
probation without your uncharitable inſinuations, which 
appear to have in view ſome of the moſt reſpectable 
characters that have adorned the church of England. 
To their own Maſter they ſtand or fall. Who art 
thou that judgeſt another's ſervant? Behold! the 
judge ftandeth before the door . 


What you have preſented to us in your f/th 
ſection concerning the eſtabliſhment of our public 
forms of worſhip, I take for granted to be true. 


* Kay gie h annua, nas pane cone n v ighs mate: 
Plato apud Diog. Laert. 
+ James iii. 3. T Deut. xi. 18. I Matt. xxvi. 41. 
Kom. xiv. 4. ä ¶ James v. 9. 
| Ut nemo in ſuje tentat deſcendere! nemo | 
Sed precedent: ſpectatur mantica tergo, PERSIUS. 


I am 


4.97 ) 
I am not aſhamed to own my ignorance of theſe 
matters. What with mathematics and philoſophy at 
one time, what with languages“ and theology at an- 
other, what with occaſional excurſions into the re- 
| giong, of general knowledge at all times; my me- 
diocrity of intellect has not yet found leiſure to 
inveſtigate the hiſtories of private churches. When 
my longing eyes are ſatisfied with gazing on be 
goodly ſtodes and gifts , on the gold and ſilver , with 
vrhich that heavenly fabric of the prophets and apoſ 
tles is adorned, and on Jeſus Chriſt its chief corner- 
tone; ꝭ then, and not till then, I may poſſibly turn 
my view to the hay and ſtubblèe and other rubbiſh 
of unſkilful builders in after-ages, your article- 
mongers, your creed-makers, your liturgy-dealers of 
the church. Not that I undervalue any knowledge 
whatſoever, becauſe it happens not to ſuit y taſte: 
for it 1s wiſely. ordered, that every man ſhould be 
endued with his particular propenſity, and I wiſh to 
bear in mind the ſenſible admonition of the poet, 


Nec tua laudabis ſtudia, aut aliena reprendes : 


but I thought it an act of juſtice to myſelf to join 
with this confeſſion of ignorance my exculpation allo. 
I hold myſelf accountable for nothing more than 
that talent of intelle& and knowledge, which God 


has entruſted to me, Happy, can I make one 
talent more ! | 


_— 
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1 always ſtrongly ag of hy 3 * of out 
Poet's obſervation : 


One ſcience only for one mind is 1 2 
So waſt is art! ſo narrow buman bit! 5 
+ Luke xxi. 5. t x Cor. ui. 12. h Epheſ. ii. 20. | 
B Lou 
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"You do not acquit yourſelf like a genuine diſ- 
intereſted lover of the truth, when you quote“, 
in the way of general argument, the authorities of 
Hooker, Chillingworth, and Taylor. Tt favours of 
that phari/aical ſpirit of dictation, condemned by our 
Lord 7. We will regard, in ſuch caſes, no mere 
opinions of any heroes that you quote, from Biſhop 
Taylor to Rabbi Horſley. Bat if you muſt have 
authorities, I will undertake to mention four men 
who certainly did not approve your liturgy, — four 
men, leſs biaſſed and more illuſtrious, even our ene- 
mies themſelves being judges , than Hooker, Chilling- 
worth, and Taylor---tour men, unrivalled in the an- 

nals of their ſpecies,---Bacon, MILTON, NEW Tow, 
Locke! | 


Let me ſubjoin an antidote to your remarks in a 
note at p. 32, of your Apology, from a book juſt 
republiſhed |. | 


ce Mr. Haynes was the moſt zealous Unitarian I 

cc ever knew: and in a converſation with him on that 
ſubject, he told me, that Sir Iſaac Newton did not 
te believe our Lord's pre- exiſtence, being a Socinian, 
* as we call it, in that article: that Sir Taac much 
Fe lamented, Clarke's embracing Ariani ym; z which 


{> Apology, | p- 255 26, 27. 
1 Matt. Xxili. 7, 8. Be not ye called Rabbi, for one is your Maſter, 
even Chrift. Deut. xxxii. 32. 
I See Preface, p. 21, to © the Scripture Account of the Attributes 
and Worſhip of God, and of the Character and Offices of Jeſus 
« Chriſt: by Hopton Haynes, Eſq. Aſſay-maſter of the Mint.“ 
$ N.B. He means Dr, Samuel Clarke. | 
5 „ ce opinion 


13 
« opinion he feared had been, and ſtill EW” be, 
== maintained by learned men, a great obſtruction 
cc to the progreſs of IF. 


Howl might now turn your own artillery upon 
yourſelf, and illumine my page with the ſpangles of 
your declamatory flouriſhes? © And“ what ſhall I 
. more ſay? for the time would fail me to tell of 
« M hiſton and Fortin, Clayton and Law, of Blackburne 
cc and Taylor , and Brimait t: men of ſenſe too great 
ce to believe a lie, &c.” But I diſdain ſuch a pal- 


try artifice. You, my Lord! may be of Apolles, if 
you pleaſe; I will be of Chrif. 


And who does not be, that ſuch arguments would 
equally ſupport (as God forbid they ſhould not!) 
Heatheniſm, Mahometaniſm, and Popery? Men have 


lived under every religion and ſuperſtition in the 


world, of © morals too pure to hold the truth in un- 


ce righteouſneſs :”” inhabitants of the eaſt and weſt, of 


every ſe& and of every clime, will fit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God . 
And this, let me tell you, is more charitable divi- 
nity than that of the church of England; and better 
authority by far than that of St. Athanaſius. 


* Apology, p. 35. + Author of Ben Mordecai's Letters. 

1 Author of a learned work on the Greek accents, and other per- 

formances: It were eaſy to have extended this catalogue to a greater 

« length, and even to have introduced a number of divines, who now 

<« conſtitute the living ornaments of their order, whoſe names would have 

5 added ſtill greater dignity to our lift : but for fear of ſeeming to caſt 
%a ſlight on others, whom I might madverenty omit, I refrain.” 
Matt. viii. 11. | 3 

* B 2 This 


; 
. 
- 
* 
I 
F - 
4 
\ 
5 
Z 
. 
— 
1 
* 
1 
75 
2 
* 
= 
\ 
1 
5 
4 
* 
E 
. 
. 
4 A 
A 
1 7 
4 
3X 
. 
: 
7 


h 
This leads me to p. 50, where you declare, that 
the author of the Athanaſian creed is guilty of no 
more uncharitableneſs in ſending to damnation all, 
who will not receive his doctrine of a trinity, full of 
nonſenſe myſtery and contradiction! than our Sa- 
viour was, when he declared, He that believeth, and 


is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved : but W * that believeth not, 
ſoall be damned“. 


Very pretty truly! Will chriſtians, will 8 
chriſtians, never have done with theſe impieties? 
Muſt the monſtrous doctrines of legendary church- 
men be_ defended by degrading the ſpotleſs Saviour 
of mankind to the level of mongrel ſaints and 
profligate biſhops of ancient and modern times ? 
This is popery with a vengeance. Do permit Chriſt, I 
beſeech you, to be the /egiflator in his own kingdom; 


and, if he muſt have aſſeſſors, let them be the twelve 


apoſtles on their twelve thrones ; not popes of Mt, 


Popes of Rome, or popes of England. 


But, in the ſpirit of a good church-man, I will 


the Athanaſian creed had as much right to diate 


or the phraſeology of ſcripture, will ſuffer me to 


underſtand by the text in Mark above quoted, is 


allow for the ſake of argument, that the author of 


to his brethren\, as Jeſus of Nazareth: and is the 
caſe then parallel? All that the mind of Chriſt &, 


| imply this: He that receiveth your ayers: md on 


Mark xvi. 16. 


longos imitaris, 16 imo 
Ad ſummum totus moduli bipedalis. Honk. 


I Matt, xix. 28. | Matt. xxiii. 3. $ x Cor. ii. 16. 


Me 


” 
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« the aha ſhall, on baptiſm, be admitted therein : 
cc but he that does not receive them, ſhall be re- 
« jected as unworthy of the goſpel.” There is no 
Athanafian thunder of damnation here. And had 
the author of the creed in queſtion been contented 
with a ſimilar declaration, © that if a man will not 
© believe my explanation of the trinity, he ſhall not 
ebe of my church;” one might have borne with 
the puzzle-pated mortal, Bur, inſtead of this, what 


does he fay ?!!}—Oar armies ſwore terribly in Flan- 


ders] fays my uncle Toby : and it is certain, this 


creed-maker ſwears terribly enough, and therefore 1 


ſhall not ſhock my readers by tranſcribing his pro- 
faneneſs, but refer them to the repoſitory of his 
effuſions ; effuſions becoming a meek diſciple---a 
lowly-hearted imitator---of his Maſter, the Son of 
GO” ---" | | 


Obſerve alſo the words of oil, with which this 
ugly circumſtance is ſmoothed over by our Apolo- 
giſt. © The clauſes that condemn the impugners 
« of theſe doctrines, we are told, declare nothing 


© more than the opinions of the compoſer.” But 


T pray, do they not declare the opinions of every 
man, who repeats them in the ſervice? and does not 
the reciter make them thereby his own *? And, 
why may not the Koran and the maſs-book be read, on 
this ground, in our churches, with the ſame good 
faith and fincere devotion? Theſe compoſitions 


e declare nothing more than the opinions of the 
0 „ 


— male dum recitas, incipit efſe tuum, MARTIAL, 


1 Yet 
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© Yet (would you believe it?) after all this ela- 
borate juſtification of the obnoxious clauſes, and 


notwithſtanding too their perfect conſonance, it 


ſeems, to the declaration of our Saviour, our Apo- 
logiſt « devoutly wiſhes theſe clauſes had never made 
te part of the original creed“. If faulty, why de- 
fend them? If evangelical, why give them up? But 


our author has all the ambidextrous verſality of a 


Grecian conjurer 7. He loves to diſplay his inge- 
nuity at an argument: to ſhew that abſurdity itſelf 
is defenſible by his talents ; and to prove that even 


what is ſcriptural, would be happily abandoned. 


Commend me to ſuch a reaſoner and divine as this 


Lou tell us , that the diſſatisfaction expreſſed by 
(I add, the candid and amiable) Tillotſon, © has 
« been repeated ſo often, that one is almoſt fick 
ce at hearing it.“ This honeſt information gives 
me great pleafure indeed. It is to be hoped, that 
« ſuch writers“ will continue to ply you briſkly 
with this ipecacuanha doſe, till you regurgitate again, 
and ſp---e up the Atbanaſian creed with its conun- 
drums and damnations and all. You would find your 


| n much rehieved by this evacuation. 


But I muſt not quit. ls topic of the Ai 
creed without relieving its inſipidity by a ſtory de- 
1 46 link to be rehearſed. * 


. * Apology, p- Sk. 
' + Ingenium velux, audacia perdita, ſermo 
Promptus, et Iſæo torrentior :=—omnia novit 
Graculus eſuriens : in cælum, juſſeris, ibit, JUVENAL. 
1 Apology, p. 56. | 
| A clergyman 


C133.) 9 

A clergyman in the Meſt of England was much 
haraſſed by his pariſhoners for omitting the Atha- 
naſian creed at the ſtated ſeaſons. Not one of the 
pariſh, except his clerk John, coincided in opinion 
with him. The complaints of his flock were at 
laſt conveyed to the dioce/an, who iſſued out his Bull 


commanding the offender to read this obnoxious 


Portion of the ſervice. In this dilemma, our par- 
ſon goes over to an organiſt in a neighbouring city, 
and after much importunity, prevails with his tune- 
ful friend to ſet the creed to muſic, for himſelf and 
John, in two parts. You know” ſays he, I am 
ce a fox-hunter : ſet it to a good, jolly, rattling hunt- 
ce ing tune.” This was done accordingly; and the 


parſon and his clerk made themſelves perfect in 


their reſpective parts. When the next day arrived, 
on which this creed is appointed to be read, the 
whole pariſh to a man were at church, hoping to 
enjoy the complete humiliation of the poor parſon, 
thus compelled to ſwallow-the bitter potion in the 
face of his audience! The ſervice had now pro- 
ceeded in order to the creed in queſtion. The con- 


gregation was ſilent: their mouths gaped with ex- 


pectation. Next follows,” ſays the par/on, © the 
ce creed of St. Athanaſius, appointed to be ſaid or ſung; 
cc and, BY THE GRACE or Gop, [I'll sincG it. So 


ce now, John (turning to the clerk) mind what you're 
© about-—here goes.” Upon which he and John. 


ſet up their pipes, and rattled away pell-mell moſt 
merrily from one end of the creed to the other, 
The: church rung again: the people ſtared: and the 


B 3 | parſon 
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parſin was left in future to the unmoleſted « enjoy- 
ment of his own fancies. g 


| "Here at 118 we had a bookſeller 1 | 
deceaſed) endued with a portion of charitableneſs 
and tender feeling, worthy to be remembered. He 
occaſionally officiated for the clerk of St. Mary's; 
and, to the great ſcandal of ſome, uniformly ſoften- 
ed the rigour of this creed by a qualifying interpo- 
lation. This is the catholic faith: (ſaid honeſt Sam) 


' which, except a man believe faithfully, be can HARDLY 


be ſaved, 


/ 


I rather think, that this creed is generally diſuſed 


in our univerſity, as it is in many country churches. 


At leaſt, during about fre years and a half almoſt 


.conſtant reſidence at college, and a more regular 


attendance at Chapel than any member of the ſo- 


ciety, I do not recollect to have heard it once. How 


the matter now ſtands, I cannot undertake to ſay. - 


On that diſputed paſſage of S7. Jobn*, I have 
offered ſome remarks in one of my publications 


mentioned above, and mean (God willing) here- 
after to ſay ſomething more. In the mean time, 


I refer the admirers of Mr. Travis, to the Gentle- 

man's Magazine T: where they will find, that a 

moſt acute writer, under the ſignature of Cantabri- 

gienſis, has lately inflicted on that gentleman as 

ii. . 7, 3. 

I dee the month of Februxry ys. and ſome former Shue, 
h ſevere 


11 
ſevere a caſtigation as his bittereſt enemy could 
deſire. Both you and he are ſufficiently fore already 
upon this ſubject; but ye will probably receive 
ſome additional flagellations before wwe have done 
with you; and then the world may determine whoſe 


are © the filly objections, begot by ignorance and 
<« nurſed by ſelf-conceit*.” 


What follows in the Apology for ſome pages r, 
has been anticipated above. I cannot, however, 
paſs on without expreſſing my indignation at that 
| ſcandalous artifice of confounding human inſtitutions 
with the religion of the goſpel; of making ftone, graven 
by art and man's device t, equal to the lively ſtones 
of the ſpiritual houſe of God by Feſus Chriſt. As it, 


truly, creeds, and canons, and articles and liturgies, 
ſhould not be reviſed and cannot be mended, becauſe 
the revelation of Jeſus Chrif, is perfe&t!, And, 


after palming upon us this wretched ſophiſm, you 
inſult us with the wit of Hudibras; deceiving us 
Frſt, and zhen deſpiſing us! I recollect a paſſage in 
the ſame author, which, with the ſlighteſt variation, 
would ſuit you to admiration for this conduct, and 
could hardly fail to render your example ſervice- 
able to future apologiſts for our eftabliſhment. Would 


the merry knight himſelf were at hand to operate 


upon you |! 
* Apology, p. 58. + Ibid. p. 61, &c. 
4 Acts xvii. 29. | [] x Pet. ii. 5. 


pergis pugnantia ſecum 
Frontibus adverſis componere. Hon. 
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Then ſtrip thee of thy carnal jerkin, 
PI give thy outward fellow a ferking: 
Fur, when thy veſſel is new-boopt, 
All leaks of ſinning will be ftopt. 


| What a niggardly buſineſs do you make of reve- 

lation! only three perſons* in one God! A poor 
- artiſt truly! you may ſoon be convinced of the de- 
ficiencies of your theological numeration-table, by 
condeſcending to conſult what I have remarked in 
my Commentary on St. Matthew, i. 18. However 
that may ſuit you, I ſhall not weary myſelf by 
tranſcribing what I have elſewhere written, or at- 


tempt the eaſy taſk the the * 
divinities. | 


Soon aſter , you ſerve up a moſt 3 
badge podge of inconſiſtency and contradiction. W hat 
a ſtrange unaccountable book muſt this Bible be 
EvERY THING belonging to it may be proved, it 
ſeems, illuſtrated, and aſcertained, zur the dofirines 
of it. © Theſe are objects of faith, not of know- 
te ledge.” Is this intelligible, or is it nonſenſe ? It ex- 
ceeds, I own, my comprehenſion. How are the 
t doctrines delivered in ſcripture,” to be appre- 
hended and judged of, but by human learning, and 
human underſtanding ? Surely to divinity like this 
here deſcribed, our Saviour's obſervation is fully 
applicable: Ye worſhip ye know not whatF. Our 
Apologiſt could not have given a more ſatisfactory 


account, in my opinion, of the faith of an Athana- 


* Apology, p. 64. + Ibid. p. 6. f John iv. 22. 
| | 0 ſian. 
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1 

Fan. In imitation of the Athenian devotees, the 
members of a churcb, that inculcates ſuch doctrines, 

may very properly inſcribe n altar—To the 


UNKNOWN FAITH, 


Since the laſt paragraph was EY STE I have 
been racking my brains again and again, to bring 
a little order, if poſſible, out of this chaos of con- 
fuſion, to find a clear drop of meaning in this puddle 
of fwelling-words*. But all in vain. Let more 
ſagacious heads develop, if they can, this myſtery of 


faith. Let ſome ſtouter Hercules cleanſe this _—_— 


ſtable of accumulated filth. 


You tell usF, that the ie! ſyſtems of re- 
e ligion,” that offer themſelves in plenty to any 
ce one at all acquainted with the writings of modern 
cc ſectaries, and of others, who have been members, 
« and even miniſters of the church of England; 
conſiſt of © a ſet of meagre opinions, that yield no 
« comfort to the mind of man, either in life or in 
« death.” You would allow, I dare fay, that the 


doctrines principally referred to in this © cold and 


« cheerleſs” deſcription, are the humanity of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the denial of your notion of an atonementto 


an offended God by the Sacrifice of God himſelf, who 
ſhed his blood as a proper. ſati faction for the ſins of 


men. If your faith is ſtrong enough for this moun- 
tain , I neither wiſh to ſcandalize or impair it, pro- 
vided you attempt not to force your ſingularities 


on the conſciences of your weaker brethren. I 


9 Jude nn Apology, p. 68, 69. 4 Matt. xvii. 20. 
1 8 believe 


| | bas 28 ) 
belicre firmly that theſe opinions will hind; but 
believe as firmly that the ſincere profeſſors of them 
will be ſaved. You deal not ſo equitably with 15. 


Should I grant you, however, that © our opinions 

« yield us no comfort in this life,” which is the 
. former part of your aſſertion; would this conſtitute 
a competent objection to them? I have read, and 
you have read, of certain ancient “ ſectaries , 
with whom I ſhould not bluſh- to be numbered, 
who were in this life of all men the moſt miſerableF. 
To talk of the comfort either of your opinions or 
mine, unconnected with a future ſtate, is ridiculous 
and impertinent. But poſſibly theſe meagre opinions 
are ſo denominated in contradiſtinction to the fat and 
- ſleek preferments, to which your warm and chearful = 
tenets are ſo comfortable an introduction. Here in- 
deed we appear meagrely enough in all conſcience, 
- _ contraſted with the dignitaries of Babylon the great d. 
Our ſoul is dried away, we die with famine; while 
you are feaſting away on your fleſp-pots, and fiſh, and 
cucumbers, and garlick l. Yet we comfort ourſelves 


by reflecting, that we have noT received our conſo- 
tation C. 


But ſayeſt thou, ds f the brethren !1** that 
our © Opinions yield us no comfort in death ?” 
Thy Saviour ſhall rebuke thee: for thy Saviour 
hath ſaid : He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting 


* x Cor. iii. 15. + Apology, p. 69. Acts xxiv. 14. 
11 Cor. xv. 19. Rev. xvii. 5. 
| Exod. xvi. 3. Numb. xi. 5. © Luke vi. 24. Rev. xii. 10. 


life. 


* 

life. And on this Son we BELIEve.—Phariſee! 
that deſpiſeſt others !F his apoſtle ſhall rebuke thee: 
for his apoſtle hath declared: IF thou ſhalt confeſs 


with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhall believe in 
thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, 


thou ſhalt be ſavedF. Ouk Movrz joins in this 


confeſſion : Oux HEART is warmed with this belief : 


and, therefore, that ſalvation is our hope. Tes: 
We: believe that Chriſt died for our fins according to 
the ſcriptures g: and, though we have no name nor 
dignity in your eſtabliſhment, we are candidates for 
memberſhip in a better church, even the church of 
the firft-born, which are written in heaven]: We 
truſt, that when Chriſt, who is our life ſhall appear, 

we alſo ſhall appear with him in glory C.—You know 
ou creed now: We know your's. Go, compare 
the chaff with the "0s the nag with the 


cedars Il 


| You appear very deſirous of impreſſing on your 
readers an idea of the profundity of your mathe- 


matical acquirements. f But the dignity of true 


{cience looks with diſdain on thoſe nonſenſical im- 
| pertinencies of mathematicians devoid alike of taſte 
and genius, to which you allude: Fooleries well 
ridiculed by the poet, in the very poem quoted 
by yourſelf: 

Or tricks to ſhew the ſtretch of human brain; 


Mere curious pleaſure, or ingenious pain. 


* John iii. 36. + Luke xviii. 9. t Rom. x. 3. 


'& 1 Cor. xv. 3. | | Heb. xii. 23. 


Col. in. 4. % Iſaiah ix. 10. ++ Apology, p. PP. 
i 8 | Nor 


$. 

hf 

# 

4 

i 
; 
. 


NE a 
Ls) ne 
r 


1 1 * 8 n — Es * 4 — R q 
- = _ ————— r e 75 n 1 2 = 2 —5 2 ere 2 yr HER. 3 — 1 n — MS 4 2 . ä c 
Wy r NF hx rn 418, ak . 1 ns 2 3 . - ee eee TRA) 3 0 r ' 
3 1 e 5 4 l el 5 5 — ore 9 F 99 e . IDE. . 9 
+ Rona n n „ e er : 7 r 25. C34 er nk 5 1 W * 


„ OT. 
Nor will pure geometry think herſelf indebted to 
your clumſy phraſe the vertex of an angle. *— 

On the whole, from ſuch ſpecimens of ſkill, we can 
hardly allow the ſphere and cylinder to be engraven 
on your tomb. We ſhall not find fault, if the 
ſculptor indulge his fancy in executing a Feſuit's 
cap, or the phylaltery of a Phari Yee, f. for the ſepul- 

chre of the Apologiſt. 


Your animadverſions on Dr. Symond's Critical 
Obſervations are conducted in the very loweſt ſtile 
of illiberal compoſition. I have not the honour of 
a perſonal acquaintance with that Gentleman; and 
though my judgment may be thought to have 
fuffered undue influence from the candid and hand- 
ſome manner, in which the Profeſſor has ſpoken of 
me, I ſhall encounter the imputation; and, in the 
face of your ſcurrilous deciſions, give my idea of 
that work in few words. I was favoured with a 
fight of it on its firſt appearance, and had it two or 
three days in my poſſeſſion. The impreſſion, which 
it left on my mind, was that of an ingenious, and 
accurate, and judicious, and uſeful, and induſtrious 
performance ; a performance, that could not fail to 
be highly acceptable to every one deſirous of a 
perfect repreſentation of the original ſcriptures in 
our own tongue: and what was particularly credit- 
able to a man of learning, totally devoid of often- 
tation, But, as Romiſh Papiſts ſeal up the ſcrip- 
tures from the vulgar in an unknown tongue; ſo 
you Proteſtant Papiſts are deſirous of keeping them 


V Apology, p. 6. + Ib. p. 72 
| N . as 


3 
as unintelligible as you can in your native lan 
Theſe meddling laymen, ſays the prieſt, this author 
of the Hints and this Profeſſor, muſt be checked in 
their arrogant invaſion of our province. We are 
entruſted with the keys. We fbut, and no man but 
ourſelves ſhould preſume to open ®, Scriptural 
corrections and liturgical reforms are moſt dangerous 
experiments, not to be endured in the profane: They 
ſhould be wholly left, with awful ſubmiſſion , to 
the reverend fathers and dignitaries of the church. 
But is it. not a moſt untoward circumſtance, that 
any religious ſyſtem ſhould be ſo ſtudious to involve 
itſelf in myſtery T and concealment ? It looks as if a 
cloſer inſpection would make ſome frange diſco- 
veries. I remember a pleaſant paſſage in Lucian j, 
1 where he tells us, that © the Ægyptian temples are 
c exceedingly large and beautiful, richly furniſhed 
cc with precious ſtones and gold, and embelliſhed 
« with paintings: but ſhould you go in, and look 
« about for the God, you find nothing for your 
cc pains but an ape, or a goat, or a cat.“ | 


You endeavour to diſcredit the Profeſſor's book 
by ringing changes upon all the technical terms of 
grammar, brought into one point of view before the 
reader: but in vain. I wiſh to inform you, that 
none but Scioliſts and dunces ever yet deſpiſed the 


* Rev. iii. 7. | 

= == - Ea, was, ory anlper. 
I procul bine, dixit, nec ſacros, pollue fontes. 

t Rev. xvil. 5. 

| In his Exoreg: and to the ſame purpoſe Clemens Alexandrinus, 
p-. 216, ed. Par, 

accuracies 
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accuracies of grammar and the niceties of criticiſm. 


You may recollect a juſt and much admired ob- 
ſervation of Dr. Clarke*, *© Theſe things may 
<« appear, perhaps, trivial and unimportant in them- 
« ſelves: but every thing has its origin in elements 
and principles; and on a confirmed habit of judg- 


ce ing truly upon theſe ninutiæ, frequently depends 
* an accurate and comprehenſive on into the 


e nobleſt parts of ſcience.” 
You ſeem to be doatingly enamoured of a little 


private ſcandal. * Of another man,” you ſay, 


«© who anſwers to the name of J/Vakefield, he ſpeaks 
with applauſe f. Les, my Lord! 7 anſwer to 
that name:—a name, not raiſed from the common 
level by the ſervility of ſycophants, nor the ſecu- 


larity of ambitious prieſts :---A name, not decorated 


by thoſe titles and diſtinctions, which vanity can 
acquire, which profligates and ideots can beſtow: 
A name, like all other names, neither honourable 


vor diſgraceful in itſelf, but redeemed, I truſt, from 


its neutrality by the virtues of ſome that bear it. 


My vexation at this mention of my name was 


almoſt inſtantly ſoftened into a gratification of no 
ordinary kind: for I ſoon reflected, that no man 
could have expreſſed himſelf in this ſingular phraſe- 
ology, who did not ſmart under ſome recent 
caſtigation. Think of the luxury of my ideas, on 
perceiving that my critical whip had reached your 


In his Preface to the 1/iad: whoſe judgment might be 3 
by the ſentence of the beſt writers of all ages; if 8 


My veuecc gMõð Di xap Hh, Wu. 
1 Apology, p. 73. 


ſenſations 
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ſenſations through that 7hick and callous hide . My 


attack on your moſt outrageous doctrine of apaſto- 


lical inſpiration had wounded the ſelf-ſufficiency of 
your ſpirit, which flew in vain for refuge to the 
affectation of contempt. I ſmiled at your auk- 


ward efforts f to wriggle yourſelf from beneath the 


weight that ſo grievouſly oppreſſed you: but ab- 


| horred, at the ſame time, that difingenuous turn of 


mind, that could defend its errors. Explain as you 


+ pleaſe, qualify as you pleaſe, contradi as you pleaſe ; 


alas! all the plaiſter in your eccleſiaſtical and ſo- 


phiſtical ſhop will never heal that ſore, 


Upon the fulſome ſubject * your eleventh ſection, 
I unhappily neither agree with you nor the author 


of the Hints. When I bow down myſelf in the houſe 
of Rimmon, Lord! pardon nor thy ſervant in this 
thing! I have no incenſe, no idolatrous O ! Baal, 


hear us] & for. moſt religious and gracious kings |. 
I will worſhip the Lord 5 God, and him only will I 


„ C. 


But our chan and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who is 


bleſſed . for evermore! came into the world to bear 


* Corio ſupra omnes comicos ſervos craſſo et ad plagas exercitato. 


Beat. in Horat. 


+ If the Reader would compare Dr. Horſtey's Ordination Hos, 
before the late Biſhop of Gloucefter, with the introduction to that before 
the Humane Society, and with p. 68 of this Apolog y; he will be enter 


tained with as ingenious a Proteus, as prevarication and inconſiſtency 


can produce, 


t 2 Kings v. 18. 5 $ 1 Kings xvili. 26. 
( meneant qui nigrum in candida vertunt: 


— 7entiri neſcio. JuvENAL. 
q Matt, IV. 10. 
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witneſs to the truth.* He hath left us an example 


that we ſhould follow his fteps.F I, therefore, will 


bear witneſs to the truth alſo. 


Dr. Stebbing, late preacher at Gray's Inn, a moſt Wo 
reſpectable clergyman for character and abilities, 


told my father, that he was once preaching before 
ſomebody at St. James a ſermon, which he had care- 
fully compoſed for the occaſion, and was delivering 
in his beſt manner. Deſirous of knowing what im- 
preſſion his oratory and his inſtruction were making, 


in the mean time, on his principal auditor, he turns 
his eyes, and obſerves him chattering and giggling 


to his neighbour. I was ſo diſguſted,” ſaid this 
excellent perſon, © that I haſtily and careleſsly 
ce finiſhed my ſermon, and took no more pains for 
ce the future in that hopeleſs cauſe:” mindful, I ſup- 
poſe, of that evangelical direction, Caſt not your LY 
W fwine}.. | 


| Beſides, I have been told by 3 eye- 


witneſſes, that in a certain chapel in the country, a 
ſpectator cannot fail to obſerve every mark of the 
moſt extreme impatience during public worſhip : 


that the final Amen is waited for with hat in hand; 
and a fally forth takes place, like that of a ſchool- 


boy at twelve o clock from his weariſome con- 
finement. 


I ſhall ſay no more on this ſubject; nor ſhould 


1 have touched upon it all, did I not think it in- 
cumbent upon every true patriot and ſerious ch 


John xviii. 37. + 1 Pet. ii. 21. | 1 Matt. vii. 


* 
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tian to ſtem that torrent of wicked adulation, which 
is ſo rapidly ſwollen of late, as to threaten a gene- 
ral inundation upon our ſpirit of liberty and our 
ancient manlineſs of character. I will preſerve the 
directions of our Lord, in the order aſſigned by 
himſelf, with a religious accuracy; and never intro- 
duce a blaſphemous tranſpoſttion into the text, by 
n unto C or the things that are God I 


« The enemies of our religious polity,” who 
were ſo lately decried as very illiterate or very 
wrong- headed f, are now unexpectedly complimented 
for © their learning and their wit .“ Inſtead of 
teazing our Apologiſt for ſuch complacency of un- 
bluſhing ſelf- contradiction, we rejoice that forget- 
fulneſs has allowed him to deviate into truth &: and 
with grateful acknowledgments, humbly accept his 
charitable donation. 
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You tell us ||, that you © are ready to adopt our 
ce alterations, be the danger what it may, it they are 
© important and neceſſary, calculated to remove 


* Matt. xxii. 21. Let me recommend to ctergymen and laymen, to 
Lords and commoners, the admirable collect in our liturgy, appointed for 
Fohn the Baptiſts day: | | 
„ Almighty God! by whoſe providence thy ſervant John Baptiſt 
« was wonderfully born, and ſent to prepare the way of thy Son our 
« Saviour, by preaching of repentance ; make us fo to follow his doc- 
e trine and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preach- 
„ ing; and, after his example, CONSTANTLY SPEAK THE TRUTH, 
« BOLDLY REBUKE VICE, and patiently ſuffer for the truth's ſake, 
ec through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen!“ 
+ Apology, p. 9. T Ibid. p. $1. 
$ Naturam expellas furca tamen uſque recurret, 
Et mala perrumpet ſenſim faſtidia vickriæ. Ho. 
0 Apology, p. 81. 
ce corruptions, 


„ 
c corruptions, which affect the eſſence of the chriſ- 
« tian faith.” Were I to aſſert, that we have proved 
theſe corruptions, theſe ęſential corruptions, to be 
incorporated with your eſtabliſhed conſtitutions, 
again and again; you would content yourſelf with 
repelling the aſſertion by calling us very illiterate 
and wrong headed men. I ſhall therefore wave this 
argument, and reaſon with you in the following 
very ſhort and intelligible manner. You maintain 
| the church of England to be pure, and cloathed in 
white raiment* ; I hold her to be foul, and decked in 


the ſcarlet colour of antichriſtian Babylon f. Who 
ſhall decide between us? You ſay, Athanaſius, and 
Ridley, and Cranmer, and Hooker, and Chillingworth. 


I fay, not theſe, but Chriſt and his apoſtles. I refer 
you to my authorities , which have been produced 


a thouſand times: do you refer me to your's. Is it 


poſſible for any cauſe on earth to be put to a 
plainer and ſhorter iſſue? Why halt we between 
io opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him: but 


if Baal, then Follow him §.— Bring forth your Arong 2 


reaſons ; or give up the conteſt |. 


Your panegyric on our prime miniſter, were it 
not mixed with the reproaches of two men, the | 
Doctors 99229 and Price q, incomparably his ſu- | 


.* Rev. ni. 5. | F.; Rev. xvii. 3. 
4 See Matt. xxiii. 7.— 12. 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 Pet. v. 3. and other 
places in abundance. | | 
$ 1 Kings xviii. 21. || Iſaiah xli. 21, 
i tibi vera videtur, 


Dede manus; aut, þ falſa eft, accingere contra. LUCRETIUS. 


4 Apology, p. 84, 85. 
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periors in talents and in virtue! I would endure 


with patience. | Culpable indeed would you have 
been in adding ingratitude to your other fins. His 
bounty has enabled you to promulgate with ten- 


fold authority, ex catheard, your epiſcopal cenſures 
on proftrate heretics. Even dogs“ lick the hand that 


has given them the ſop. 


What ſort of religion muſt that be, which requires 
ce the concurrence of the civil powers to give it ſta- 
<« bility and ſtrength ?” And what the conſtitution 
of that church, which is in © perils” from © pro- 
« fefſed enemies or pretended friends ?? It may 
be any religion, but that of the goſpel; it may be any 
church, but the church of Chriſt: but this religion 
and this church, it cannot be; for of them is this 
prediction, that THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT 
PREVAIL AGAINST THEM. 


« ] have now, my Lord, brought my remarks 
on the Apology, which you have thought proper 
© to exhibit, to their concluſion j. Much more 
might have been advanced againſt your perform- 
ance ; but I ſpare you now. And let us have, I be- 


ſeech you, no prieſtly bluſtering, no lordly airs, 


upon the © infolence of ſpeech,” © the malignity,” 

or © the blaſphemy **,” of this addreſs. You are 
one of thoſe conterptuous ſneering writers, that 
deſerve to be beaten with many ftripes. f Remember, 


* Kai yap Ta xuvagia: Matt. xv. 27. | 

+ Apology p. 86. 1 Ibid. p. 835. Matt. xvi. 13. 

} Ibid. p. 92. JP. 34, 9 P. 71. ++ Luke xi. 47. 
8 | | you 
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you were the aggreſſor * on this occaſion. You have 
vilified with unparalelled rudeneſs, conſidering the 
nature of the provocation, reſpectable men and re- 
ſpectable writers. I ſtep forward as an advocate of 

their reputation, not as an enemy to your's. If, 
in the eagerneſs of defending them, ſome ugly 
blows have been retorted on their aſſailant; the 
inevitable circumſtances of theſe rencounters fur- 
niſh my apology. But /ome minds will be ſoothed 
by no apology. I tell you, therefore, and every prieſt 
in chriſtendom, not any power upon earth ſhall hinder 
me, but by corporal confinement, from ſpeaking the 
words of truth, and a ſound mind t, upon every ſpecu- 
lative point that comes before me, in politics, morals, 
or religion, 1 ſhall do my duty in my ſtation, ac- 
cording to my knowledge and abilities; unawed 
by men, unterrified by conſequences T. Private actions 
and perſonal character ſhall continue ſacred for me 
in the ſanctuary of chriſtian peace and brotherly 
affection: but to public miſdemeanors and written 
tranſgreſſions, though a reluctant adverſary, I wilt 
ſhew no lenity. I regret from the bottom of my 
foul the cauſes of ſuch aſperity: I weep over theſe 
bitterneſſes of human life. I ſhould rejoice to ſee 
all occaſions of offence done away among members 
of the ſame ſociety, and profeſſors of the ſame faith. 


* Tum, fi quis eft, qui dictum in ſe inclementius 

 Exiſtimabit eſſe, fic exiſtimet, | 
RE8PONSUM, aon DICTUM eſſe, quia LESIT PRIOR, TERENCE. 

+ Acts xxvi. 25. See Luke xiv. 28—31. 

| non ulla laborum 

Nune primum nova mi facies inopinave ſurgit : Fes 

Omnia pracepi, atque animo mecum ante peregi : VIRGIL. 


Tea. 
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Vea, 3 gladly would I drop the curtain before 
this ſcene of controverſial turbulence, and give you 
the right hand of fellowſhip *. ; 


A remark or two of ſome moment, on the ſub- 
ject of reformation, now preſent themſelves : but I 


ſuppreſs them, determined that the concluſion ſhall 
be PEACE, 


I am, my Lord, 
Your true friend 
NoTTINGHAM, | ; And well-wiſher, : 
Wye On THE AUTHOR, 


* Gal. ii. 9. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I learn from Cambridge, that Dr. Hallifax, late 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, is ſuppoſed by ſome there to 
be the author of the Apology; an opinion, which I 
judge erroneous for the following reaſons : | 


1. I do not think Hallifax to have been capable : 


of the low ſneers and illiberal inſinuations, con- 
veyed in this performance; nor of treating with 
ſuch extreme rudeneſs and indecorum either the 


author of the Hints, Dr. Symonds, or even myſelf, to 


whom he behaved on ſeveral occaſions with courteſy 


and affability. 


2. The ſtyle of the ale, though in general 
good, is deformed by occaſional vulgarities, incom- 
patible with that taſte, which certainly diſtinguiſhed 
the late Biſhop ; ; whoſe ſtyle alſo had a degree of 
pomp and embelliſhment not found in the Apology. 


4, Halli ar had been too long converſant with 
diſcontented and reforming ſpirits to diſcover ſuch 


a degree of irritation and ſurpriſe on the preſent 


occaſion: for * wonder,” as Dr. Jobnſon ſome- 


— where obſerves, « is the effect of novelty — 
Pike. Ignorance.” 


4. I think Hallifax had too much wiſdom to en- 
gage as an anonymous adventurer in defence of our 
eſtabliſhment. 


64 


alli ben. He would have propoſed to himſelf 
ſome end, beyond that of uncertain praiſe; or would 
not have written at all. | 


5. One may perceive alſo an acrimony and ran- 
cour, to which Hallifax had no motive. 


If, however, Biſhop Horſley ſhould not be the 
author, ſuch remarks as are not applicable to him 
but as the Apologiſt, I retract, and they muſt be 
regarded by the reader as unſaid. The poſitive 
evidences, however, in favour of him are very 
ſtriking and numerous. 


THE END. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I learn from Cambridge, that Dr. Hallifax, late 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, is ſuppoſed by ſome there to 


be the author of the Apology; an opinion, which I 


judge erroneous for the following reaſons : 


1. 1 do not think Hallifax to have been capable 


of the low ſneers and illiberal inſinuations, con- 
veyed in this performance; nor of treating with 


ſuch extreme. rudeneſs and indecorum either the 
author of the Hints, Dr. Symonds, or even myſelf, to 
whom he behaved on ſeveral occaſions with courteſy 


and affability. 


2. The ſtyle of the Apology, though in general 


good, is deformed by occaſional vulgarities, incom- 


patible with that taſte, which certainly diſtinguiſhed 
the late Biſhop ; ; whoſe ſtyle alſo had a degree of 
| pomp and embelliſhment not found in the Apology. 


3. Hallifax had been too long converſant wk 


diſcontented and reforming ſpirits to diſcover ſuch | 
a degree of irritation and ſurpriſe on the preſent - 
occaſion: for © wonder,” as Dr. Johnſon ſome- 


where obſerves, « is the effect of novelty n 
<« 1gnorance.” | 


4. I think Hallifax had too much wiſdom to en- 


gage as an anonymous adventurer in defence of our 


eſtabliſhment. 
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ſome end, beyond that of uncertain praiſe; or would 


not have written at all. 


5. One may perceive alſo an acrimony and ran- 
cour, to which Hallifax had no motive. 


If, however, Biſhop Horſley ſhould not be the 


author, ſuch remarks as are not applicable to him 


but as the Apologiſt, I retract, and they muſt be 


regarded by the reader as unſaid. The poſitive 
A however, in favour . him are very 


ſtriking 10 numerous. 
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